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W h at is a L a n d a n d W at er C o ns er v ati o n 
F u n d ( L W C F) c o n v ersi o n ?

L W C F is a f e d er al gr a nt pr o gr a m a d mi nist er e d l o c all y t hr o u g h t h e Ut a h Di visi o n of 
P ar ks a n d R e cr e ati o n ( D P R) a n d f e d er all y t hr o u g h t h e N ati o n al P ar k S er vi c e ( N P S).

Gr a nts ar e m a d e t o eli gi bl e st at e, c o u nt y, m u ni ci p al, a n d tri b al g o v er n m e nts f or 
t h e a c q uisiti o n a n d / or d e v el o p m e nt of p u bli c o ut d o or r e cr e ati o n i n p er p et uit y.

C o n v ersi o ns o c c ur w h e n a gr a nt s p o ns or r e q u ests r e m o vi n g a p ar c el of l a n d fr o m 
t h e p er p et u al f e d er al e n c u m br a n c e of p u bli c o ut d o or r e cr e ati o n.

All c o n v ersi o ns m ust b e a p pr o v e d b y t h e N P S t hr o u g h t h e s u b missi o n of a 
pr o p os e d gr a nt a m e n d m e nt.

T h e N P S r e q uir es t h e c o n v ert e d l a n d b e r e pl a c e d wit h n e w r e cr e ati o n al l a n d a n d 
b e d e v el o p e d i nt o vi a bl e p u bli c o ut d o or r e cr e ati o n wit hi n 3 y e ars of N P S 
a p pr o v al.
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Wasatch Mountain State Park 
Proposed Conversion with 
Ward Farms

Wasatch Mountain State Park (WMSP) was 
created in the early 1960s to provide 
camping, sightseeing, hiking, and hunting 
opportunities to the citizens of Utah.

WMSP is approximately 22,000 acres in size.

The state utilized several LWCF grants at 
WMSP to develop campgrounds, Wasatch 
Golf Course, and a portion of the Soldier 
Hollow area.

Ward Farms approached the state in 2018 
and requested a right-of-way across WMSP 
to connect their proposed development to 
Cascade Springs Road.

Due the LWCF encumbrance, private use of 
the area was not possible, and a small 
conversion of the right of way area was 
pursued.
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C o n v ersi o n Pr o p os al O v er vi e w

W ar d F ar ms a n d D P R pr o p os e e x c h a n gi n g 0. 2 0 6 a cr es of p ar k l a n d f or . 2 3 0 
a cr es of W ar d F ar ms pr o p ert y.

T h e N P S h as s e v er al c o n v ersi o n pr o c ess es t h at c a n b e f oll o w e d, d e p e n di n g 
o n t h e o v er all si z e of t h e c o n v ersi o n r el ati v e t o t h e p ar k a n d its i m p a ct o n 
t h e p ar k as a w h ol e.

As W M S P is a p pr o xi m at el y 2 2, 0 0 0 a cr es i n si z e, t h e c o n v ersi o n is l ess t h a n 
o n e h u n dr e dt h of o n e p er c e nt of t h e t ot al l a n d ar e a of t h e p ar k.

As t h e i m p a ct is l ess t h a n 5 % of t h e t ot al l a n d ar e a of t h e p ar k, t h e 
c o n v ersi o n pr o p os al f oll o ws t h e N P S s m all c o n v ersi o n pr o c ess.

T h e s m all c o n v ersi o n pr o c ess r e q uir es a r e vi e w of t h e i m p a cts t o 
r e cr e ati o n al l oss a n d g ai n f or t h e ass o ci at e d pr o p erti es a n d a N ati o n al 
E n vir o n m e nt al P oli c y A ct ( N E P A) r e vi e w. S e p ar at e st u di es /r e p orts ar e 
r e q uir e d f or c ult ur al a n d e n d a n g er e d s p e ci es.
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Current Conditions:

Wards Farm and State Park parcels:

• Both parcels are approximately 0.23 acres 
in size and range in elevation from 5680 ft 
to 5800 ft.

• Parcels comprise weedy annual and 
biannual species and alfalfa fields.

• Access to both parcels is from Cascade 
Springs Road.

• There are three federally listed species 
reported in the area; however, this parcel 
does not have their preferred habitat or 
range.

• The West Bench Ditch is recorded as a 
historic ditch, but was determined ineligible 
for the National Register, as it has been 
piped underground.

• There is an existing OHV trail on State Park 
land that runs parallel to the park 
boundary.
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Ward Farm Replacement Parcel86



State Park Conversion Parcel
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D P R Pr ef err e d R e pl a c e m e nt Pr o p ert y 
G o als f or W ar d F ar ms

A n y pr o p ert y e x c h a n g e w o ul d n e e d t o b e of e q ui v al e nt a p pr ais e d v al u e.

A n y pr o p ert y a c q uir e d w o ul d n e e d t o h a v e cl e a n titl e a n d b e i ns ur a bl e 
wit h a titl e c o m p a n y.

Pr o p ert y a c q uir e d w o ul d n e e d t o h a v e r e cr e ati o n al d e v el o p m e nt 
p ot e nti al.

All r e pl a c e m e nt p ar c els w o ul d n e e d t o b e a p pr o v e d b y t h e N P S a n d 
e v e nt u all y t h e B o ar d of T h e Di visi o n of P ar ks a n d R e cr e ati o n a n d t h e 
G o v er n or’s Offi c e.

T h e r e pl a c e m e nt p ar c el m ust b e dir e ctl y a dj a c e nt t o t h e p ar k b o u n d ar y 
a n d e as y f or p ar k st aff t o a d mi nistr at e.

T h e Di visi o n will r et ai n a ri g ht- of- w a y a cr oss o ur c o n v ersi o n p ar c el t o all o w 
f or t h e c o nti n u e d us e of t h e O H V c o n c essi o n a n d e xisti n g tr ail / wi nt er 
gr o o mi n g r o ut e.
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R e cr e ati o n al B e n efits of t h e 
R e pl a c e m e nt P ar c el

A dj a c e nt t o p ar k b o u n d ar y.

All o ws a b uff er b et w e e n a n e xisti n g A T V tr ail a n d t h e pri v at e pr o p ert y.

All o ws f or O H V d e v el o p m e nt.

9 0



R e c o m m e n d ati o n

T h e Di visi o n of P ar ks a n d R e cr e ati o n r e c o m m e n ds t h e B o ar d a p pr o v e t h e 
s u b missi o n of t h e c o n v ersi o n pr o p os al wit h W ar d F ar m t o t h e N ati o n al P ar k 
S er vi c e f or t h eir r e vi e w.
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