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W h at is a L a n d a n d W at er C o ns er v ati o n 
F u n d ( L W C F) c o n v ersi o n ?

L W C F is a f e d er al gr a nt pr o gr a m a d mi nist er e d l o c all y t hr o u g h t h e Ut a h Di visi o n of 
P ar ks a n d R e cr e ati o n ( D P R) a n d f e d er all y t hr o u g h t h e N ati o n al P ar k S er vi c e ( N P S).

Gr a nts ar e m a d e t o eli gi bl e st at e, c o u nt y, m u ni ci p al, a n d tri b al g o v er n m e nts f or 
t h e a c q uisiti o n a n d / or d e v el o p m e nt of p u bli c o ut d o or r e cr e ati o n i n p er p et uit y.

C o n v ersi o ns o c c ur w h e n a gr a nt s p o ns or r e q u ests r e m o vi n g a p ar c el of l a n d fr o m 
t h e p er p et u al f e d er al e n c u m br a n c e of p u bli c o ut d o or r e cr e ati o n.

All c o n v ersi o ns m ust b e a p pr o v e d b y t h e N P S t hr o u g h t h e s u b missi o n of a 
pr o p os e d gr a nt a m e n d m e nt.

T h e N P S r e q uir es t h e c o n v ert e d l a n d b e r e pl a c e d wit h n e w r e cr e ati o n al l a n d a n d 
b e d e v el o p e d i nt o vi a bl e p u bli c o ut d o or r e cr e ati o n wit hi n 3 y e ars of t h e N P S 
a p pr o v al.
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Wasatch Mountain State Park 
Proposed Conversion with EX 
Utah Development, LLC. 
(Extell)

Wasatch Mountain State Park (WMSP) was 
created in the early 1960s to provide 
camping, sightseeing, hiking, and hunting 
opportunities to the citizens of Utah.

WMSP is approximately 22,000 acres in size.

The state utilized several LWCF grants at 
WMSP to develop campgrounds, Wasatch 
Golf Course, and a portion of the Soldier 
Hollow area.

Extell approached the state in 2018 and 
requested a partnership to develop the 
land on the northeast side of Wasatch for a 
ski resort and non-motorized summer 
recreation area.

However, due the LWCF encumbrance, a 
long term lease for private use of the area 
was not possible.
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C o n v ersi o n Pr o p os al O v er vi e w

E xt ell a n d D P R pr o p os e e x c h a n gi n g 5 6 4 a cr es of p ar k l a n d f or 3 7 0. 2 7 a cr es 
of E xt ell- o w n e d p ar c els.

T h e N P S h as s e v er al c o n v ersi o n pr o c ess es t h at c a n b e f oll o w e d, d e p e n di n g 
o n t h e o v er all si z e of t h e c o n v ersi o n r el ati v e t o t h e p ar k a n d its i m p a ct o n 
t h e p ar k as a w h ol e.

As W M S P is a p pr o xi m at el y 2 2, 0 0 0 a cr es i n si z e, t h e c o n v ersi o n is l ess t h a n 
2. 6 % of t h e t ot al l a n d ar e a of t h e p ar k.

As t h e i m p a ct is l ess t h a n 5 % of t h e t ot al l a n d ar e a of t h e p ar k, t h e 
c o n v ersi o n pr o p os al f oll o ws t h e N P S’ s m all c o n v ersi o n pr o c ess.

T h e s m all c o n v ersi o n pr o c ess r e q uir es a r e vi e w of t h e i m p a cts t o 
r e cr e ati o n al l oss a n d g ai n f or t h e ass o ci at e d pr o p erti es a n d a N ati o n al 
E n vir o n m e nt al P oli c y A ct ( N E P A) r e vi e w. S e p ar at e st u di es /r e p orts ar e 
r e q uir e d f or c ult ur al a n d e n d a n g er e d s p e ci es.
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DPR’s Eastern Conversion 
Parcel

Current Conditions:

• This parcel is approximately 222 acres in size 
and ranges in elevation from 6,000 ft to 
7,000 ft.

• The Eastern Parcel comprises steep slopes 
with oakbrush and quaking aspen stands. A 
small intermittent stream runs through the 
eastern corners of the property.

• Available recreation includes hiking and 
hunting. The hiking/game trail is not 
maintained and is relatively rough in nature, 
with portions coinciding with the drainage.

• Access to this parcel is limited, as the 
adjacent parcel to the east is currently 
managed as fish habitat/river corridor.

• There are three federally listed species 
reported in the area; however, this parcel 
does not have their preferred habitat or 
range.

• The parcel contains two mine adits, but the 
archaeological report concluded the adits 
are not eligible for listing in the National 
Registry and recommended a 
determination of no adverse effect on 
cultural resources.
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DPR’s Western Conversion 
Parcel

Current Conditions:

• This parcel is approximately 342 acres 
in size and ranges in elevation from 
7,600ft to 9,600ft.

• The Western Parcel comprises steep 
slopes with oakbrush and quaking 
aspen stands and a small, intermittent 
stream that runs through the eastern 
portion of the property. Coniferous 
stands can be found on the north 
slopes of this property. 

• Available recreation includes hiking, 
biking, and hunting.

• Current access to this parcel is limited 
due to private ownership on the 
northern boundary.

• There are three federally listed species 
reported in the area; however, this 
parcel does not have their preferred 
habitat or range.

• The parcel does not contain any 
recorded historical/cultural sites.
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Extell’s MacIsaac 
Replacement Parcel

Current Conditions:

• This parcel is approximately 1 acre in 
size and includes a 2,184 sq. ft. 
recreational cabin (28 years old).

• The parcel is located at the entrance 
to the Dutch Canyon Trail System.

• Available recreation in the area 
includes hiking, biking, 
horsebackriding, and hunting.

• Access to this parcel is from Dutch 
Canyon Road.

• There are three federally listed species 
reported in the area; however, this 
parcel does not have their preferred 
habitat or range.

• The parcel does not contain any 
recorded historical/cultural sites.
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Extell’s Red Honey and 
Blackrock Replacement 
Parcels

Current Conditions:

• Red Honey is 309.67 acres and ranges in 
elevation from 8,600 ft to 9,300 ft. Red Honey 
comprises mining claims. DPR owns 9/18ths of the 
claims with Extell owning 7/18ths. This purchase 
would give the Division majority ownership of the 
block.

• Blackrock is 6.43 acres.

• Red Honey ranges from steep slopes to flat 
meadows with a oakbrush and quaking aspen 
overstory.

• Blackrock is predominantly flat with stands of 
quaking aspen and oakbrush.

• Available recreation in the area includes hiking, 
biking, and hunting. There is a road that crosses 
through a portion of the property used for 
hunting in the fall.

• Access to both parcels is from Pine Creek Road 
and Brighton Estates subdivision.

• There are three federally listed species reported 
in the area; however, this parcel does not have 
their preferred habitat or range.

• The parcel contains several historic sites, but the 
archaeological report concluded they are not 
eligible for listing in the National Registry and 
recommended a determination of no adverse 
effect on cultural resources.
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Extell’s Lime Canyon 
Replacement Parcel
Current Conditions:

• This parcel is approximately 53.17 acres in 
size and ranges in elevation from 6,760 ft 
to 7,400 ft.

• The Lime Canyon parcel has steep slopes 
with oakbrush and quaking aspen stands. 
There is a small stream that flows 
adjacent to the access road. Coniferous 
stands can be found on the north slopes 
of this property. 

• Available recreation includes hiking, 
biking, and hunting.

• Access to this parcel is secured through 
reservations in the deed for the existing 
access road.

• There are three federally listed species 
reported in the area; however, this parcel 
does not have their preferred habitat or 
range.

• The parcel does not contain any 
recorded historical/cultural sites.
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D P R Pr ef err e d R e pl a c e m e nt Pr o p ert y 
G o als f or E xt ell

T h e c o nti n ui n g d e v el o p m e nt of t h e Mi d w a y / H e b er ar e a cr e at es p u bli c a c c ess 
c h all e n g es f or W M S P. A dj a c e nt l a n d o w n ers ar e d e v el o pi n g t h eir pr o p erti es a n d 
ar e b e gi n ni n g t o li mit a c c ess t o t h e p ar k t hr o u g h t h eir s u b di visi o ns. D P R as k e d 
E xt ell tr y t o i d e ntif y a n d p ur c h as e pr o p ert y t h at c o ul d b e n efit t h e p u bli c wit h 
i m pr o v e d a c c ess t o t h e p ar k fr o m t h e Mi d w a y ar e a. T h e di visi o n f urt h er as k e d 
t h at E xt ell p urs u e t h e p ur c h as e of i n- h ol di n gs wit hi n o ur b o u n d ari es t o cl e a n u p 
o w n ers hi p.

A n y pr o p ert y e x c h a n g e w o ul d n e e d t o b e of e q u al a p pr ais e d v al u e.

A n y pr o p ert y a c q uir e d w o ul d n e e d t o h a v e cl e a n titl e a n d b e i ns ur a bl e wit h a 
titl e c o m p a n y.

Pr o p ert y a c q uir e d w o ul d n e e d t o h a v e r e cr e ati o n al d e v el o p m e nt p ot e nti al.

All r e pl a c e m e nt p ar c els w o ul d n e e d t o b e a p pr o v e d b y t h e N P S a n d e v e nt u all y 
t h e B o ar d of t h e Di visi o n of P ar ks a n d R e cr e ati o n a n d t h e G o v er n or’s Offi c e.
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R e cr e ati o n al B e n efits of t h e 
R e pl a c e m e nt P ar c els

M a cIs a a c:

A c c ess t o t h e D ut c h C a n y o n Tr ail S yst e m.

R e cr e ati o n al c a bi n t h at c o ul d b e us e d f or a gr o u p r e nt al.

C o m es wit h its o w n w at er s yst e m a n d w at er ri g ht.

Bl a c kr o c k:

A c c ess fr o m Pi n e C a n y o n R o a d.

R e m o v es a pri v at e i n- h ol di n g o n t h e w est si d e of Pi n e C a n y o n R o a d.

All o ws f or t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a tr ail / a c c ess o utsi d e of t h e Bri g ht o n Est at es 
s u b di visi o n.
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R e cr e ati o n al B e n efits of t h e 
R e pl a c e m e nt P ar c els, C o nt’ d.

R e d H o n e y:

C o ns oli d at es m aj orit y o w n ers hi p of t his bl o c k wit h t h e st at e. E xt ell is c o nti n ui n g t o 
w or k o n t h e ot h er 2 / 1 8 t hs.

Fi n ali z es a tr a d e pr o c ess t h at h as b e e n i n t h e w or ks f or o v er 2 0 y e ars wit h U nit e d 
P ar k Cit y Mi n es a n d t h e n T alis k er.

Pr o vi d es i m p ort a nt a c c ess t o B o n a n z a Fl ats ( a p o p ul ar m e a d o w) a n d pr o vi d es 
m aj orit y o w n ers hi p f or d e v el o p m e nt p ur p os es.

Li m e C a n y o n:

S e c ur es a c c ess t o p ar k l a n ds fr o m Li m e C a n y o n R o a d, as t his is r es er v e d i n t h e 
d e e d f or t h e p ar c els.

All o ws f ut ur e d e v el o p m e nt of a m ot ori z e d tr ail h e a d.

B e a utif ul pr o p ert y t h at w o ul d b e p erf e ct f or pri miti v e y urts.
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R e c o m m e n d ati o n

T h e Di visi o n of P ar ks a n d R e cr e ati o n r e c o m m e n ds t h e B o ar d a p pr o v e t h e 
s u b missi o n of t h e c o n v ersi o n pr o p os al wit h E x Ut a h D e v el o p m e nt, L L C 
( E xt ell) t o t h e N ati o n al P ar k S er vi c e f or t h eir r e vi e w.
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